The Great Global Warming Swindle:  Letters of Complaint

On March 8 2004, Channel 4 Broadcast a programme suggesting that man—made global warming was not happening.  The science-basis for this programme has been widely and publicly discredited by the UK’s leading scientific organisations (including the Royal Society and the Natural Environment Research Council).  Furthermore, Martin Durkin, the programme maker and many of the people he interviewed have been exposed as having an climate change denier agenda.  See SCAN webpage on the programme for the more information on this. http://www.swindonclimate.org.uk/200703GGWS 

SCAN is extremely concerned about the misleading effects of this programme and is asking members who share these concerns to send letters of complaint to Channel 4 and OfCom, at the addresses below.  Some suggested ‘points’ to make in your letter are also provided below:

Please send letters to: 

(1) Channel 4

Email form: 

http://help.channel4.com/SRVS/CGI-BIN/WEBCGI.EXE?New,Kb=C4_Author,Company={2EA1BB9C-510E-44A5-A481-01EB1DDA1669},T=CONTACT_VE,VARSET_TITLE=General
Post:

Channel 4 Enquiries

PO Box 1058

Belfast

BT1 9DU
(2) OfCom

http://ofcom.org.uk/complain/progs/specific/?itemid=286480
Points to make:

- Writing to complain about the Channel 4 programme “The Great Global Warming Swindle” broadcast on Channel 4 on Thursday 8 March
 - The programme was presented as a scientific documentary, but the science it was based on is widely recognised to be wrong and discredited. (See three examples of this below). 

- In broadcasting this programme, Channel 4 has seriously failed its remit as a public service broadcaster. At best, it has failed to ‘quality control’ the scientific accuracy of its documentaries. At worst, it has intentionally misled the public by disguising a political message of climate change denial as a scientific documentary. 

Three examples of the misleading and incorrect science in the programme are: 

Channel 4 hypothesis: Solar Activity is responsible for warming

There is no credible evidence that cosmic rays play a part in the Earth’s temperature variation.  The 1991 paper by Friis-Christensen's and Svensmark proposing this was discredited in 2004. 

Channel 4 Hypothesis: CO2 cannot be responsible for global warming because in the long-term history of the Earth’s climate, CO2 variations lag behind temperature. 

The long-term, inter-ice age warmings were caused by changes in the Earth’s oscillation.  That has nothing to do with the fact the current warming is caused by man-made CO2.  The physics of how this is happening is well established. 

C4 hypothesis:  The post-war consumer boom was associated with cooling, therefore CO2 cannot cause warming. 

This cooling due to aerosol pollution, especially sulphur dioxide from coal-burning, which was masking the warming effect of CO2. 

