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SCAN members 
marching on the 
Climate Change 
Demo,  
London 2008 
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TRIP TO ANTARCTICA 
An overview of the talk given by Duncan 

Robinson on Wednesday 24 June 

 
Duncan started off by explaining that he is an active 
climate change campaigner, who has chosen to focus on 
its political side, after finding that efforts to lead people 
to change their behaviour through awareness raising, 
were unsuccessful. During the trip Duncan learnt how to 
make films and was able to show us the current state of 
the glaciers, the wildlife and the beach on which most 
countries have set up a camp in an attempt to establish 
future rights to the region. 
 
His journey came about after winning a competition by 
his employer N Power, a conventional and renewable 
energy supplier. Its purpose was to take equipment out to 
an educational settlement established by Robert Swan 
which is totally reliant on renewable energy; mainly from 
3 wind turbines, with solar heating for hot water and 
bicycle energy as a backup. Cell phones, MP3 players 
etc. were charged by solar power and one of the film clips 
showed solar panels on a backpack! 
 
After his first visit to the area Robert Swan organised a 
cleanup of the beach, which he estimated involved 
removing 2,000 tons of scrap metal, which led to the 
Russians giving him the portacabin now used for 
educational purposes. This is staffed by volunteers for 
part of the year – it is not yet possible to live there 
throughout the year on renewables, although the length of 
habitable time is increasing. 
 
Robert Swan has also founded the 2041 organisation, so 
called because the moratorium on the extraction of 
mineral rights expires in 2041, which he is campaigning 
to extend. Some of the main points made by Duncan were 
that the ice is receding faster than scientists had expected, 
that the most important thing that we can do to protect the 
habitat is to reduce CO2 emissions, and that he would 
encourage everyone to switch to green energy. 
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Robert Swan – President of 2041 

Duncan visited Antarctica following a competition win 

 
 

 
 

If you belong to a group which would be 
interested in a talk from Duncan please get in 
touch, and we will pass details to him. If you are 
interested in greener energy the options are to ask 
your current supplier for greener energy (most 
supply some) or to use Good Energy (100% from 
renewables), or Green Energy which offers pale 
or deep green plans. More info on energy 
suppliers can be found at uSwitch.com 
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